TVA Project Abstract

The purpose of the project is to provide services to victimized children on-Slope (within
the - \
The requested amount of $150,000 will give the shelter the ability to continue the
essential services that are provided by their personnel and give them the ability to move forward
with the development of the newly established Multi-Disciplinary Team; collaborate with child
advocacy centers; help develop--then reinforce protocols for reporting, investigating,
prosecuting, and improving case management for child sexual assault and physical abuse victims
and their non-offending family members in a culturally relevant way.

The outcome we seek to obtain is--to lower and eventually eliminate sexual assault cases
against children. Throughout this process, we are searching for ways to provide services on-

to keep children from being re-traumatized by being subjected to multiple forensic medical

sexual abuse examinations and police interviews along with having to leave their community,

family, and friends to travel 500 miles or more to the nearest child advocacy center.

Shelter
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Project Narrative

Service Area

Located on the northern-most tip of is the farthest-north city in the

%‘f United States. Situated 340 miles north of the Arctic Circle
A this historic place is where the Inupiat would gather during
. the spring and fall to go whaling and in modern day is now
the hub of the

is the site of regonal health and social services, including the senior center,
women’s shelter, family services, mental health services, health care, police station, and fire
station. There are seven outlying villages on the North Slope: Anaktuvuk Pass, Atqasuk,
Kaktovik (Barter Island), Nuigsut, Point Hope, Point Lay, and Wainwright. These villages are
isolated from other Alaskan Communities and each other. There are no roads connecting them to
each other or to the rest of the state. Air travel remains the only viable access to and the
seven outlying villages that reside within the 94,763 square miles that makes up the
Area Statistics

+ tribal membership falls within the boundaries of

the City of The 2009 tribal membership population of whom this grant will largely serve
is 3,279. The City of | population estimates published by the U.S. Census Bureau for the
years 2000 to 2005 is 4,218. The population estimate for all eight villages within for 2006
from U.S Census Bureau is 6,608. It should be noted that the population estimates do not
account for the transitory populations in the oil camps. The U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts

2007, shows that the number of persons below the poverty rate for the | ’ is
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much higher than the rest of Alaska, the rate is 13.8% compared to Alaska’s overall rate
0f 9.8%. |

The majority of . residents (70.01%) are Inupiat or Alaska Native. The
2006 Economic Profile and Census Report identified its population to be: 70.01% Inupiat,
13.75% Caucasian, 7.4% Asian, 6.6%. Hispanic, 1.1% African American, 0.9% Pacific Islanders,
and 6.9% are reported as “Persons reporting two or more races.”

Economically, the cost of living in is steep. According to Alaska Economic
Trends 2005, ~ has the number 1 position for highest material costs and the number 4
position for highest food costs. Wages to keep up with the high cost of living are reflected in the
high cost to employers, for instance on salary.com the medium salary for a janitor in the lower

48 states is $24,219 while in the medium salary for a janitor is $42,210.

Statement of the Problem

There are limited services available to residents of the
is the only domestic violence and sexual assault program serving the residents.
Unfortunately, for victims in the outlying villages, services are almost non-existent. For example,
children who have been sexually assaulted must first be flown into . and then flown 500
miles to for a sexual assault exam conducted by a pediatric sexual abuse professional.
Currently, children who have been sexually abused are often first examined by an
emergency room physician (non pediatric) at the local hospital. These pﬁysicians are less
familiar with gathering forensic evidence, especially from frightened children. If the children are
then referred to the nearest child advocacy center which is in

. they are subjected to a second vaginal and rectal examination

conducted by a pediatric sexual abuse expert, causing added stress to an already vulnerable child.
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The stress involved with flying to an unfamiliar city and the fatigue induced by travel and

time delays cause unnecessary discomfort to families facing a sincere crisis. Additionally, there

are cultural concerns involved with bringing children to the
Recently, concerned staff at the reported that during her evaluation, one young
girl from the : stated: “I don’t belong here.”

Another alarming detail is the Office of Children Services (OCS) workers in .
estimate that domestic violence in involved in over 90% of reports involving child abuse. While
the exact number of children affected is uncertain--child sexual abuse, physical abuse, and
exposure to domestic violence is a serious problem across the Tragically, this is
verified by the facts listed below in the Police Department reports for the number of

children sexually assaulted in 2008.

However, it may be possible that higher numbers reflected are an indication that more

children are now reporting their victimization due in part to the extensive education program

made possible by our previous Tribal Victim’s Assistance grant.

Child Sexual and Physical Abuse Statistics

Nationally

* Indian children have the second highest rate of victimization - 21.3 per 1,000 children -
among racial and ethnic groups in the United States. The only group with a higher rate of
victimization was Pacific Islander children at a slightly higher rate of 21.4 per 1,000
children - nearly double that of Caucasian children, according to the 2006 National
Offenders and Crime Report.

e American Indian and Alaska Native children represent approximately one percent of the

total U.S. population yet are overrepresented in substantiated cases of child abuse.
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Fifty-four percent of females and seventy-one percent of male rape survivors report that
their first rape occurred before their eighteenth birthday (National survey of Violence
Against Women 2006) |
State-wide
Child abuse rate is six times higher than the national average. (Department of
Public Safety/AK CDVSA Report for FY 2006)
Alaska is the #1 state in the country for rape and has been for 23 out of the last 30 years
(FBI’s Uniform Crime Report, http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm).
9.2% of students in grades 9-12 report having been physically forced to have sexual
intercourse; 14% had witnessed violence as a child; and 14% had experienced sexual
abuse. (http://hh.state.ak.us/commissioner/health).
Locally

In 2007, the

reported that since they opened their doors in June 2003, 8% of the children

referred for a forensic examination for allegations of child sexual abuse had come from

the This translates to about a child a month that is flown 500 miles
away from to: for a forensic interview and/or medical exam.
The y reported in 2007, that they

responded to 34 sexual assault cases in which 13 were sexual assault cases against
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In 2008, realized a staggering 88% increase victim services. This number reflects
that 1 in 10" residents received services. How this relates to child sexual assault is
that these numbers illustrate what happens to children survivors when they become adults.
Typically they are at an increased risk of depression, suicide, post-traumatic stress disorder, and
abuse of alcohol and/or drugs. (Kendall 1991).

A study funded by the USA National Institute of Drug Abuse found that "Among more
than 1,400 adult females, childhood sexual abuse was associated with increased likelihood of
drug dependence, alcohol dependence, and psychiatric disorders. The associations are expressed
as odds ratios: for example, women who experienced nongenital sexual abuse in childhood were
2.93 times more likely to suffer drug dependence as adults than were women who were not

abused."

Association of Childhood Sex Abuse With Drug Dependence
And Psychiatric Disorders in Adult Women
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Another study indicates that one out of six childhood abuse survivors carry-out a
minimum of one suicide attempt. (Briere & Elliott 1994). The rate of suicide is at epidemic
proportions, in the last 4 months the community has lost 4 young men to suicide. It is important

that those who are at high risk for disorders associated with victimization are assessed and those
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victims have access to resources like which has a specialized team of trained counselors
to help survivors. Sexual assault creates trauma to children, and family violence greatly impacts
children as well. Emotion suffering faced by children experiencing family violence can be
overwhelming. Advocates are alert to this and work regularly with children. At times, children
literally run to the shelter after witnessing traumatic events at home. Children’s reactions to
traumatic events differ: some are angry; some are nonverbal, many have bad dreams; others
experience other symptoms such as bedwetting, and many show signs of depression and anxiety.
Addressing the Problem

The + continues to need a network of coordinated services for the victims and
their families, and the creation of one is vital. In addressing this need,
the Native Village of the Police Department, Children Youth
Services, Office of Children’s Services, prosecutors and the Inupiat Communities across the
North Slope are working together in responding to child abuse in all forms.

coordinated the effort to address this problem and invited representatives from the

Resource Center for Children and Parents (RCPC) to meet with OCS, - and local
hospital staff so they could assist agencies on the : to come up with viable and
workable solutions and protocols. to deal with this continuing problem.

As a result of this effort, the first meeting for the newly formed MDT was held on March

20", 2009. This team is made up of the supervisor and staff from the Office of Children’s

Services, an officer from the : Police Department, the District Attorney’s
Office, Children’s Youth Services staff, Program Coordinator and
Advocates, Native Village of Social Services, and the newly hired SANE nurse from

Arctic Slope Native Association. The results of the discussion were as follows:
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Challenge 1: does not offer proper forensic sexual assault exam services for children
or women.

Challenge 2: Children are subjected to multiple exams and interviews.

Challenge 3: Children and their families must currently fly over 500 miles to access
appropriate medical/forensic services.

Challenge 4: How to develop and maintain a child advocacy center on-Slope
Challenge 5: Training is needed by all members of the MDT team.

Although one meeting cannot determine all the needs to carry out this program, many
issues surrounding investigation, prosecution, and case management were discussed--it is just

one step in many that will be needed to address the epidemic number of children victimized.

Project/Program Design and Implementation

Design

provides a wide range of comprehensive services for
victims of crime. A secure, supportive, and empowering environment is a priority when
providing services for children. provides safe shelter options for survivors. When
necessary, provides air transportation to the Barrow shelter for women and/or children
from the seven outlying villages.

As part of the intervention process the staff evaluates the client needs by gathering
information from program participants. The on-call advocate meets with the victim and police
officer and support services, clothing, transportation, legal advocacy, medical advocacy,
information and referral services are provided. During the intake process, a primary counselor is
assigned to children. Legal advocacy is a vital part of crisis intervention and is available every

day of the year. Advocates provide information to the guardian and depending on the age of the

Page 8 of 21






