January 26, 1998

Dear Colleague:

During the week of April 19 to 25, 1998, our Nation will have the opportunity to honor those who serve
crime victims. During the 18th commemoration of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW) we will
celebrate the achievements of crime victim advocates and reflect upon the need to continue improving services
and promoting victims’ rights.

This year’s theméVictims’ Rights: Right for America ,” emphasizes that crime victims have specific
legal rights and that guaranteeing the exercise of these rights benefits every citizen, of every race, creed, age, anc
income level, regardless of gender, sexual orientation, or disability. Every community -- rural, urban, suburban,
and Indian country is required by law to recognize and implement the legal rights of crime victims.

Through the courageous efforts of crime victims, service providers, criminal justice and allied
professionals, and volunteers, crime victims have gained greater access and input throughout our justice system.
Significant inroads also have been made in promoting community safety and increasing offender accountability
through greater citizen involvement in justice-related issues.

In federal fiscal year 1998, $363 million was collected for the Crime Victims’ Fund (Fund) from fines,
penalties, and forfeited bail bonds, paid by convicted federal offenders. This represents the second highest level
in the history of the Fund. These funds, t@{payer dollars, are used to support federal, state, and local
programs that provide essential services for over 2 million crime vie@tis year. These funds support state
victim compensation and assistance programs that provide crime victims with lifeline services in a time of need.
They establish training and technical assistance programs that reach thousands of diverse professionals who sen
crime victims, and provide services and technical assistance to victim service providers serving Native Americans.
They also provide grants that develop “promising practices” to provide the field with crucial information about
excellent strategies for improving victim services around the country.

During NCVRW, over 10,000 victim service and allied professional organizations will participate in
public events designed to focus national attention on the needs and rights of individuals and communities hurt by
crime. The staff of the Office for Victims of Crime and | salute the work that you do each year to observe
victims’ rights week. More importantly, we commend the important work that you do eath elagure that
victims’ rights are observed.

I hope that this Resource Guide, which was developed by the Victims’ Assistance Legal Organization
with support from the Office for Victims of Crime, is helpful as you plan your state’s commemorative activities.
Let us hope that our combined efforts will honor crime victims and inspire their advocates.

Sincerely,

Reginald L. Robinson
Acting Director
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is right for America is the extension of rights to one of our most vulnerable
populations -- victims of crime -- young and old, urban and rural, and diverse by race, religion
and gender. The determination and commitment of victims and those who serve them have
reaped impressive results since the victims’ rights discipline began in America more than two
decades ago: over 30,000 state and federal laws have been passed that protect and enforce
victims’ rights, including constitutional amendments for victims’ rights in 29 states; there are
over 10,000 non-profit and justice system-based programs that provide support and services to
victims of crime; and a federal constitutional amendment that would provide balance and
consistency for the legal rights of victims is currently pending in Congress.

Here in (your community or state), we have enjoyed many successes on behalf of crime
victims over the past year. (List key successes here). While we join together this week to
celebrate these successes, we can never truly declare victory until each and every victim is
treated with dignity and respect, not only by our citizenry, but also by helping professionals in
the fields of medicine, law, religion, mental health, and others. We can never declare victory
until every criminal and juvenile justice system across our nation is open to victims, providing
opportunities for information, input, and involvement. And we can never declare victory until
our partnerships with our justice systems reap the fruits of protection, notification, and restitution
for every victim who requests these vital rights.

Nearly everyone in our community has been touched, either directly or indirectly, by
crime. When one person is hurt by crime -- a family member or friend, neighbor or co-worker -
- our sense of safety and security is shattered. That’s why today, as never before, victims’ rights
are right for America, and right for (name of your city/county/state). That’s also why today, as
never before, we must continue our valiant efforts to balance the rights and interests of victims,
the community, and offenders.
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We have learned much in the past quarter century. We know we possess the ability to
help victims regain a sense of control and power in the aftermath of crime. Our efforts have
resulted in significant changes in societal attitudes toward victims -- from judging, blaming and
second-guessing to, in many cases, understanding and respect. We are positive that the 30,000
laws we’ve passed that protect and restore victims’ rights are making authentic justice for victims
a reality in our criminal and juvenile justice systems. And we know that if, in just a decade, we
are capable of passing 29 state constitutional amendments for victims’ rights, we are capable of
guaranteeing victims’ rights in our most hallowed document -- the U.S. Constitution.

Simply put, we know that victims’ rights are right for America. For a nation founded
upon the principles of liberty and justice for all, we as a society are finally acknowledging that
“for all” also applies to victims of crime. And when the applications of “justice for all” truly
work, we all win. We all must be committed to moving victims’ rights beyond rhetoric to
reality. We all are touched when innocent crime victims -- a young child, or a frail elderly
person, or a woman who lives in fear for her own and her children’s lives -- are buoyed by the
beacon of help and hope that we, together, provide. And we all are victorious when our
collective efforts result in one less person being victimized.

Indeed, victims’ rights are right for America and right for (your community). Today, in
honoring victims and those who serve them, I honor you. Your commitment and passion about
victims’ rights and services are what keeps this movement vital and strong. Your willingness to
not only confront, but work to change problems resulting from a lack of funding and human
resources, as well as attitudes based on fear, frustration and stereotypical thinking, is
inspirational and effective. And your participation here today is a message that the time has
come for true justice to become part of our very existence here in (state).

I thank you all for the tireless and heroic work you do each and every day on behalf of
crime victims in our community and, ultimately, everywhere. Together, we can volunteer to
assist crime victims in any number of ways -- by working on a hotline, helping out at a shelter,
advocating for changes in legislation and public policy. Together, let us move steadfastly
forward in this struggle for what is right, and let us continue to bolster each other with courage
and hope in our efforts to educate others and proclaim to one and all that victims’ rights are,
indeed, right for America!
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