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They explained the 
defendant's 
constitutional rights to 
the nth degree. They 
couldn't do this and 
they couldn't do that 
because of his 
constitutional rights. 
And I wondered what 
mine were. And they 
told me, I haven't got 
any. --a victim 

A Proposed 
Amendment to the 
Constitution 

In applying and interpreting the vital guarantees that 
protect all citizens, the criminal justice system has lost 
an essential balance. I t  should be clearly understood 
that this Task Force wishes in no way to vitiate the 
safeguards that shelter anyone accused of crime; but i t  
must be urged with equal vigor that the system has de- 
prived the innocent, the honest, and the helpless of its 
protection. 

The guiding principle that provides the focus for con- 
stitutional liberties is that government must be re-
strained from trampling the rights of the individual 
citizen. The victims of crime have been transformed 
into a group oppressively burdened by a system de- 
signed to protect them. This oppression must be re-
dressed. T o  that end it is the recommendation of this 
Task Force that the Sixth Amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States be augmented. 

We propose that the Amendment be modified to 
read as follows: 

In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been commit- 
ted, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of 
the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining wit- 
nesses in his favor and to have the Assist- 
ance of Counsel for his defense. Likewise, the 
victim, in every criminal prosecution shall 
have the right to be present and to be heard at 
all critical stages of judicial proceedings. 

We do not make this recommendation lightly. The 
Constitution is the foundation of national freedom, the 
source of national spirit. But the combined experience 



brought to this inquiry and everything learned during 
its progress affirm that an essential change must be 
undertaken; the fundamental rights of innocent citi- 
zens cannot adequately be preserved by any less deci- 
sive action. In this we follow Thomas Jefferson, who 
said: "I am not an advocate for frequent changes in 
laws and constitutions, but laws and institutions must 
go hand in hand with the progress of the human 
mind. As that becomes more developed, more enlight- 
ened, as new discoveries are made, new truths discov- 
ered and manners and opinions change, with the 
change of circumstances, institutions must advance 
also to keep pace with the times." 


